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lit·to·ral (lĭt′ər-əl) 

Of or on a shore, especially a seashore 
1. A coastal region; a shore. 
2. The region or zone between the limits of high and low tides. 

 

Last year: 
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Outline: 

Article 10 are calling for expressions of interest from artists working with light, projection 

illuminated pieces, performance, and sound (or anything else that you think might work on a beach 

at night) … But please read the artists parameters and natural limitations before you go building 50-

foot wicker men to set fire to. 

It was a great show last year, the natural surroundings and the amount of people who came to the 

show (around 1,000) really broke the barriers that are present when you exhibit in a white cube. 

This year we want to bring together between 30 to 40 (or more) artists in a light, sound and time 

based exhibition. 

On the 28th July 2017 at 8.48 pm, the sun will begin to set at more or less the same time the tide 

reaches it’s lowest point. Over the following hour the light will fade into total dark and the light 

works will shine brighter. Visitors to the exhibition will also become part of the exhibition through 

torches, lanterns, glow sticks and shadow casting. 

Proposed Exhibition Area: 

Last year the exhibition area ran from the end of King George Vl Memorial Park to just before 

Laleham Gap School (Site A). 

 

Entrance 

Entrance 
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However, this year we may have to change it due to the amount of rocks that are exposed on the 

beach on this part of the shoreline. We will be monitoring this over the next few months as things 

can change very rapidly. 

If we can’t use the original stretch, we will use site B, which isn’t as wild but does contain some 

interesting sites. 

Exhibition Terrain: 

The exhibition area offers a range of opportunities to artists to show their work. This includes: 

 Rock pools 

 Seaweed covered rocks 

 Chalk cliffs 

 Sand 

 Pebbles 

 Pools in the sand 

 Caves in site A (although the public will not be able to access these due to H&S) 

 Sea barriers and concrete walkways 

It is advised that each artist visits the area so that they have a clear idea of what can be done and 

where they may want to position their piece. 

The photographs below will give and idea of the site A. 

 

 

                                      

And site B: 

 

Please go and check out the sites for yourself… There’s a café at Dumpton gap so you can ponder 

your piece over a bacon butty and mug of tea. 
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Location and Curation: 

We want this to be an open exhibition and allow artists the opportunity to exhibit their work in 

spectacular surroundings… 

However… 

To avoid arguments and bun fights on the exhibition day we will need to know in advance the 

proposed location of your piece/s. It might be that the same space is chosen by two artists. We will 

work on a first come first served basis. 

As we all want the show to be as spectacular and visually stunning as possible there will be an 

amount of curation on the day, so be prepared to have your piece moved. This will of course involve 

discussion with the artist beforehand. To allow for this we would appreciate that artists arrive in 

good time for the installation and not rock up 5 mins before opening. 

NB: Please see form on last page 

 

Access for installation: 

The safest and easiest access point to the exhibition is from Dumpton Gap (site A) and The car park 

where the old Lido used to be, where there is a gentle ramp down to the sand. See green arrows on 

map (page 2). However, people came from both directions last time. 

We will make sure we get the right key for the gate this time so no fences have to be dismantled… 

but it was fun. 

Artists need to be aware that pieces will need to be carried as trolleys will get bogged down and cars 

are not allowed on the beach.  

If pieces are bigger than you can carry yourself, then you will need to organise help in getting it to 

the exhibition area.  

Consideration must also be given to removal of the piece from the beach… especially if the night has 

been enjoyed with a few bevvies. The tide is coming in and you’re dismantling in the dark. Think 

about this when you make your piece. 

 

Artist Parameters and Natural Limitations: 

Parameters: 

1. Work needs to be able to be physically carried on and off the beach 

2. We cannot drill, nail or glue anything to the rocks or cliffs (tent pegs could be used to secure 

to the sand or ropes tied to rocks) 

3. Ropes or wires can’t be attached at the top of the cliff (cliffs are prone to the odd fall!) 

4. No fire (much as we would like it) as it is a health a safety issue 

5. We all need to abide by the Thanet Coastal Code (see appendix 1) 

6. Light sources will need to come from battery power, luminous paint, lanterns, candles (but 

remember it can get windy) 
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7. If a piece is likely to blow over in high winds, we won’t be able to show if it’s really windy on 

the night (H&S) 

Natural Limitations: 

1. It can get very windy, so if your piece is light or has sails then you will need to think about 

how you can secure it (see point 7 above) 

2. The tide will recede enough for installation at about 5.00 pm, but will fill the area again at 

about 12.30 am. This is the window of installation, exhibition and de-installation. 

3. The beach can change daily (which is very beautiful) but be aware that the pool you thought 

would make a good place for your piece may not be there… or might have moved down the 

beach… or be twice as big! 

4. As we cannot control the weather… it could rain. If it’s pissing it down we will schedule for 

another night. 

 

Health and Safety: 

A full risk assessment will be undertaken to ensure the safety of public. However the main risks 

reside in the combination of terrain and darkness. 

To mitigate against this, the exhibition will need to be marshalled to ensure that visitors keep to the 

broad stretch of sand between the rocks (cliff side) and the rock pools (sea side).  

Although Ramsgate Arts will help with the marshalling, we all need to be mindful of our pieces and 

make sure that the public are safe. 

All event marshals will carry torches and visitors will be encouraged to bring their own… and glow 

sticks. 

The moon is a waxing crescent on the night of the exhibition so visibility won’t be as good as last 

year. 

At the end of the exhibition we will all need to ensure that visitors have vacated the beach to avoid 

any member of the public getting cut off by the tide (H&S). However the closure time (10.30 pm) is 

some hours before the high tide so the risk of this would be very, very low. 

Insurance: 

Although the festival will have its own public liability insurance, it is the artist’s responsibility to 

ensure that their piece is insured and covers public liability. 

If you don’t have insurance, then the easiest way is through Artist Newsletter… If your piece knocks 

someone out then they will be suing you, so make sure you’re insured. 
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Respect for the beach: 

The Thanet Costal Code will be followed to ensure respect for the wildlife and consideration for the 

coastline. 

Thanet Coastal Code: 

Respect our coastal wildlife 

• Try to leave everything as you find it - or would like to find it. 

• Tread carefully on the rocky shore to minimise impact on coastal wildlife. 

• Avoid putting coastal birds to flight between 1 October and 31 March, especially at high tide or, at 

night. 

• Stay clear of the main bird roost areas between 1 October to 31 March, and the summer breeding 

grounds between 1 April and 31 July on the shingle beaches by the lagoons (proposed exhibition site 

not a main breeding ground) 

Consider our coastline and other users 

• Take your rubbish home and report any potential hazards. 

• Try to avoid damaging rocks, especially on the lower shore, where the chalk is most fragile. 

• Don't block public access or rights of way and use official car parks where possible. 

• Only authorised vehicles are allowed to use the foreshore or promenades. 

• Respect the rights of all other users. 

Stay safe 

• Check tide times to avoid being cut off from the shore and tell someone where you're going. 

• Check bay signs for activity zones, bylaws and local beach safety information. 

• Be aware of local hazards and conditions. 

• Take care near cliffs and don't throw anything over the edge. 

• Beware of walking on slippery rocks, slopes or near the edge of promenades. 

• Keep away from soft sand and mud. 

Marshals and exhibiting artists will ensure that all artworks and any rubbish from the event are 

removed and the beach is left clean and undamaged. 
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Main Contacts: 

If you’re interested in taking part in this exhibition please express your interest by sending us an 

email, with a brief description of your piece or what you have planned. If you haven’t resolved an 

idea then please just let us know you’re interested as soon as possible. This will help us to gauge 

how many artists are exhibiting and the types of pieces on show. 

Deadline for Artist application forms is 1st July 2016. This allows us to resolve any clashes of space 

and develop an exhibition guide. 

If you want to discuss the exhibition in more detail, please contact Aidan or Sue on the contacts 

given below. 

 

Aidan Gray 

Tel: 07939 259 751 

Email: aidan.gray@live.com 

and 

Susan Fletcher 

Tel: 07807 183 982 

Email: susan@suefletcher.co.uk 
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L i t t o r a l  L i g h t  E x h i b i t i o n  –  A r t i s t  F o r m  

Name: 
 

Tel: 

Email: 
                                                                                      Website: 

Title of work:  
 
Approximate dimensions: 
 

 
   Sculpture        Projection        Sound        Performance        Other (describe) 

 
 

Brief description of the piece: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you want your piece to be in a particular location / space then please complete the section 
below. Not completing means that you are agreeing to be at the mercy of the curators. 
 

Description of where piece will be placed (Cliff, rocks, pool, sand etc): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NB: Please email us a photograph of the exact spot if you want a place reserved. First come first 
exhibiting. 

 
 
 
I agree to help with the marshalling of the event                                      Yes / No 
 

 

PS… The people who filled this form out last year got media coverage. 


